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595 Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing CW 595

1  Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing,
may we ripen and increase,
fruit to life eternal growing,
rich in love and joy and peace.

2 Laden branches freely bearing
gifts the Giver loves to bless;
here is fruit that grows by sharing,
patience, kindness, gentleness.

3 Rooted deep in Christ our Master,
Christ our pattern and our goal,
teach us, as the years fly faster,
goodness, faith, and self-control.

4  Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s tending,
may we grow till harvests cease;
till we taste, in life unending,
heaven’s love and joy and peace.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926
Text: ©1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: Memorial Lutheran Church no. 30002764

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the -~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 155

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are
covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.



Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our
hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for
the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ
and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.



Glory Be to God on High (sung in unison) W 157

Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,

we glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory,

O Lord God, heav’'nly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.

You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.
For you only are holy; you only are the Lord.

You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness, keep us safe from every
evil of body and soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do
whatever pleases you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Be seated



First Reading Isaiah 5:1-7

Let me sing for my loved one a song about my loved one's
vineyard.

My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile ridge.

2He dug it up and gathered the stones out of it.

He planted it with the best vines.

He built a tower in the middle of it.

He also cut a winepress into it.

He expected it to produce clusters of sweet grapes,
but it produced only sour grapes.

3“So now, you residents of Jerusalem and you men of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard.

4*What more could have been done for my vineyard
that | have not already done for it?

When | expected it to produce clusters of sweet grapes,
why did it produce sour grapes?

>Now, let me tell you what | will do to my vineyard.

| will take away its hedge, and it will become a pasture.
| will break down its wall, and it will be trampled down.
6 will make it a wasteland.

It will not be pruned or hoed.

So briers and thorns will shoot up.

| will also command the clouds not to pour rain on it.”

Yes, the vineyard of the LorRD of Armies is the house of Israel,
and the men of Judah are the planting that was pleasing to him.
He expected justice, but instead there was oppression.

He expected righteousness, but there was an outcry.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



80A Show Your Face (sung in unison) Psalm 80A sts. 3-4

3 LORD, you cleared a plot of land,

planting there a tender vine;

there it spread its leafy boughs,
there its fruit was lush and fine.

Now that fruit, abandoned, falls;

broken are the vineyard walls.
Show your face in mercy, LORD—
may your people be restored.

4  Recognize our deep distress:

LORD, your vine is now laid waste;

see the saints whom once you chose
now, at your rebuke, disgraced.

Let your call again be known,

claim your servants as your own.
Show your face in mercy, LORD—
may your people be restored.

Text: © 2006 Martin E. Leckebusch, published by Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: License no. 130002764

Second Reading Philippians 3:12-21

2Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached
the goal, but | press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus
also took hold of me. 3Brothers, | do not consider myself to have
taken hold of it yet, but there is one thing | do: Forgetting the things
that are behind and straining toward the things that are ahead, I
press on toward the goal, for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus. >Therefore, let all of us who are mature continue to
think this way. And if you think differently about anything, God will
reveal this to you too. ®Only let us think the same thing and walk in
line with what we already have attained.

YBrothers, join together in imitating me and in paying attention
to those who are walking according to the pattern we gave you. 8To
be sure, many walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. | told you about
them often, and now | am saying it while weeping.



BTheir end is destruction, their god is their appetite, and their glory
is in their shame. They are thinking only about earthly things. 2°But
our citizenship is in heaven. We are eagerly waiting for a Savior from
there, the Lord Jesus Christ. 2By the power that enables him to
subject all things to himself, he will transform our humble bodies to
be like his glorious body.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation (sung in unison) Ephesians 2:10

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For we are God’s handiwork,

created in Christ Jesus to do good works.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 21:33-43

33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted
a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a
watchtower. He leased it out to some tenant farmers and went away
on a journey. 3*When the time approached to harvest the fruit, he
sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 3°The tenant farmers
seized his servants. They beat one, killed another, and stoned a third.
36Then the landowner sent even more servants than the first time.
The tenant farmers treated them the same way. 3’Finally, he sent his
son to them. ‘They will respect my son,” he said. 33But when the
tenant farmers saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir.
Come, let's kill him and take his inheritance!” 3°*They took him, threw
him out of the vineyard, and killed him. °So when the landowner
comes, what will he do to those tenant farmers?”



#1They told him, “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end.
Then he will lease out the vineyard to other tenants who will give
him his fruit when it is due.”

42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

“The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
This was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes?

43“That is why | tell you the kingdom of God will be taken away
from you and given to a people that produces its fruit.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

862 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word CW 862 sts. 1-2

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word;
curb those who by deceit or sword
would seek to overthrow your Son
and to destroy what he has done.

2 Lord Jesus Christ, your pow’r make known,
for you are Lord of lords alone;
defend your Christendom that we
may sing your praise eternally.

Children’s Devotion

862 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word CW 862 st. 3

3 O Comforter of priceless worth,
send peace and unity on earth;
support us in our final strife
and lead us out of death to life.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Text: Public domain



Sermon

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies,
especially for the gift of your Son, through whom you have revealed
your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working
through the means of grace.

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our
lives.



Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and
sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may increase.
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the
world.

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents
to train them in lives of faith.

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in
all godly walks of life.

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who
make, administer, and judge our laws.
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and
industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who
travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous.

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity.
Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy
on those for whom death draws near.

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served
you, who now rest from their labors. Console those who are
mourning or living with sadness.

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven.

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and
rose again.
Amen.



Offering

876 Fight the Good Fight CW 876

1

Fight the good fight with all your might;
Christ is your strength and Christ your right.
Lay hold on life, and it shall be

your joy and crown eternally.

Run the straight race through God’s good grace;
lift up your eyes and seek his face.

Life with its way before us lies;

Christ is the path and Christ the prize.

Cast care aside, lean on your guide;
his boundless mercy will provide.
Lean, and the trusting soul shall prove
Christ is its life and Christ its love.

Faint not nor fear, his arms are near;
he changes not, and you are dear.
Only believe, and you will see

that Christ is Lord eternally.

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.
Text: Public domain

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning.
May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that,
being strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling
to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and -}~ give you peace.
Amen.

889 Jerusalem the Golden

1 Jerusalem the golden,
with milk and honey blest—
the sight of it refreshes
the weary and oppressed.
| know not, oh, | know not
what joys await us there,
what radiancy of glory,
what bliss beyond compare:
to sing the hymn unending
with all the martyr throng,
amidst the halls of Zion
resounding full with song.

CW 889



2 O sweet and blessed country,
the home of God’s elect!
O sweet and blessed country
that eager hearts expect,
where they who with their leader
have conquered in the fight
forever and forever
are clad in robes of white:
in mercy, Jesus, bring us
to that dear land of rest
where sings the host of heaven
your glorious name to bless.

3 The Christ is ever with them,
the daylight is serene;
the pastures of the blessed
are ever rich and green.
There is the throne of David,
and there, from care released,
the shout of them that triumph,
the song of them that feast.
To God enthroned in glory
the Church’s voices blend,
the Lamb forever blesséd,
the Light that knows no end.
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