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Jesus asked the Twelve, “You do not want to leave, too, do you?”  
Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom will we go? You have the words of eternal life.”      John 6:67-68  
 
Thousands of people had been following Jesus, marveling at His miracles, delighting in His presence. He had 
just fed thousands with just a few groceries, had just walked on water and stilled a furious storm on the Sea of 
Galilee. His popularity was at an all time high.  
 
But most of the people wanted Jesus for only their earthly needs, hoping for His miracles to make only their 
physical life better. When He told them He had come to do something far greater, to remove their guilt before 
God and take them to heaven, “many…turned back” (John 6:66) and no longer followed Jesus.  
 
Jesus didn’t ask the question in the Scripture reference above to gain information from His disciples. He knew 
they would continue to follow Him. Our Savior asked the question to get them to evaluate for themselves 
what they had heard and seen from Him, and to hear what they counted on Him to do for them and for all.  
 
The Lord daily asks us the same question for the same reason. He knows how Satan seduces billions every day 
to focus on their earthly life and a comfortable existence, and to forget about their spiritual life and their 
eternality. Christ is our only path to heaven because our sins keep us trapped in the quicksand of our failure to 
meet God’s holy standard. What good is it to have a comfortable life here apart from Jesus, then be sent to 
unending shame and suffering? “You do not want to leave Me, too, do you?”, Jesus asks us every day.  
 
The prevailing opinion in the world about the one true God hasn’t changed since that day. “If the God of the 
Bible doesn’t do for me what I want Him to do, I’ll find another god! If I find the various ideas of Eastern 
mysticism help me cope better in life, I’ll hold tightly to them! If I suppose something is true, I won’t let 
anyone – not even God in His Word – tell  me I’m wrong!” All those opinions leave Jesus in the dust. All those 
opinions seek something or someone (usually one’s self!) other than Christ as the greatest treasure.  
 
Our sinful nature hates to hear that we’re not good enough to save ourselves. But we need to hear daily what 
the only true God says about how we fall short of God’s demand for perfection, and that we need another to 
meet God’s demand in our place. May Simon’s confession constantly be ours! “Lord, to whom will we go? You 
have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that You are the Holy One of God!”  
 
We are eager daily to hear about the Lord and His work to redeem us! There is nothing we need more than 
that. We make hearing His Word weekly and pondering His Word daily the highest priorities in our hearts and 
in our homes. His Word is the only truth that brings eternal life.        Pastor Voss 



DIVINE CALL     The Holy Spirit has used the voters of our congregation to extend to Mr. Kyle Seim the divine call 
to be our upper grades teacher and principal. Mr. Seim is in his 12th year of the teaching ministry. He previously 
served at St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church & School in Lake Mills, Wisconsin. Since July 2020 he has been serving as 
upper grades teacher and principal at St. John Ev. Lutheran Church & School in Caledonia, Minnesota.  
 We keep Mr. Seim, his wife Kaitlyn, and their four children in our prayers as he deliberates the two divine 
calls he now holds.  
 
 
AND ANOTHER DIVINE CALL     Mrs. Leitz received a divine call on Sunday, January 15 to serve at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church & School in Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin as teacher of preschool 4 year-olds and to do some 
preschool administrative work.  
 We join Mrs. Leitz & her husband Jason and children in asking the Lord of the Church to be with her and 
them as Karla ponders the two divine calls she is currently holding.  
 
 

THE WALK ALONG OUR SAVIOR’S path to His crucifixion begins Ash 

Wednesday, February 22, then continues the following five Wednesdays at 7:00. 

Join us to praise God for the gift of salvation won by our Savior for us sinners in His 

life, death, and resurrection. Area WELS pastors will conduct the services.   

 
 
COMMON CUP?     Please note from the Board of Elders report in this issue of the Memorial Messenger that the 
board wants to know how many of our members desire to use the common cup to receive the wine and the 
blood of our Savior in the Lord’s Supper. If you wish to do so, please mention that to Bob Briggs, Steve Houser, 
or Pastor Voss.  
 
 
THE FLOWER CHART FOR 2023 has been posted on the bulletin board. You are invited to sign up to place flowers 
on the altar for any Sunday. If you wish, you may also indicate the occasion for which the flowers are being 
donated. 
 If you have questions about how to use the chart or order flowers to be presented here in church, please 
speak to Pastor Voss.  
 
 
REFRESHMENTS are offered the first Sunday of each month during the school year. We are looking for 
refreshments hosts on February 5, March 5, April 2, and May 1.  
 If you are willing to provide something simple for any of those dates, please volunteer by speaking to 
Joe Janecke, Jason Leitz, Karl Remus, or Pastor Voss.  
 
 
WHEN FILLING OUT your thankoffering envelope, please be aware of the following:   
 - You don’t need to write your name on the line provided. The identifying number in the upper corner is 
all that our financial secretary needs.   
 - We ask that you do list the amount placed inside the envelope on the line provided for that purpose. 
This information is needed by our financial secretary. If you do not list it, the counters will write it in when 
opening the envelope.   
 Some members are uneasy about others seeing the amount written on the envelope as the offering plate 
moves across the pews. We suggest putting the envelope in the plate face down. That will allow you to provide 
the information needed by our financemen, yet keep your offering amount confidential.   



LADIES FELLOWSHIP will meet Monday, February 6 at 10:00.  
 At our meeting in January, we took down the Christmas decorations and discussed our 
2023 schedule.  It was with great joy that we also decided where we would send our mission 
offerings. We will send $200 to WELS World Missions and request that it be used for mission 
work in Europe.  We will also send $200 to WELS Home Missions and request that it be used 
towards the 100 missions in 10 years program. We also set the rest of our mission offerings 

towards a project at our church to be determined.  We have mentioned some ideas to our Board of Trustees for 
the ramp area and the landscaping along our sidewalk leading to church. 
 In February we will settle our 2023 schedule, talk about kitchen cleaning, bulletin boards, a spring fundraiser, 
and start to organize our church history pictures so we can put them into binders. 

 We have lots of plans to serve and have fun for this new year. We invite all the women from our 
congregation to join us. We have been meeting the first Monday of each month at 10:00 AM in hopes that it will 
make it easier for more to come. God has blessed our group so much.  We hope we can share our fellowship with 
more and serve Him more too.  

 
 
CULVER’S SHARE NIGHT     Our school families will volunteer at the Culver’s on Times Square in 
Okemos Monday, February 27 from 5:00 – 9:00. Our school’s PTO Fund will receive a portion of 
the Culver’s receipts from that evening.  
 We invite you eat at Culver’s that night, and to let your friends and loved ones know about 
the event.  
 

 
Our church library booklist is posted to our church’s website under the dropdown menu 
heading Our Church Library.  If you have nice “Jesus books” (Christian based books for 
children) that you no longer use at home, please consider donating them to our library. We’d 
like to get more on our shelves for our children to read. Speak to Laurie Voss if you have any 
questions concerning this. 

https://www.memorialwilliamston.org/home/180015141/180015141/docs/Memorial%20Lutheran%20Church
%20Library%20list.pdf 
 
 
FORWARD IN CHRIST  Do you wish to renew or begin a new subscription to Forward in Christ, our Wisconsin 
Synod’s monthly magazine?  
     Subscription price is $12.00 for twelve issues. (The subscription rate has been raised by 50 cents for 2023 to 
help with increased paper costs.) Please use your offering packet envelope for Forward in Christ (or a plain 
envelope labeled Forward in Christ and with your name on it) and enclose $12.00 cash or a check for that 
amount. Make the check payable to Memorial Ev. Lutheran Church.  
     Please give your FIC payment to Pastor Voss by February 5.  
 
 
USE OF CHURCH/SCHOOL FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT: We remind you that members of the congregation may 
make use of our spacious school grounds, our tables and chairs, and our fellowship hall for picnic and family 
gatherings.  

Please contact Todd Loeffler (517-243-7349) to request a reservation of a facility and/or equipment.  
 
 
IF YOU HAVE ACCESS to the internet and get the Memorial Messenger that way, please let us know and we will 
no longer print a copy for you.  



CHURCH COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

PASTOR'S REPORT – I thank President Nickols for contacting me late morning Christmas Eve about canceling 
the worship service that evening. His concern was that the snow was making roads slick, but the parents would 
feel compelled to make a risky drive to church because of the speaking and singing parts their child(ren) 
prepared for the service. That concern prompted the email message sent to our members, and to parents of 
non-member school students who had indicated a desire to be in the service. 
 I also thank the Board of Elders for being available December 29-31 as decisions were made, due to my 
illness, to cancel the New Year’s Eve worship service and to record a worship service for January 1. 63 views of 
the New Year’s Day worship service are noted on our YouTube channel. 
 With the cancellation of December 31 and January 1 in-person worship services, I asked Kim Fedewa and 
Karl Remus  to decide how to handle thankofferings that were mailed to, or dropped off at, church from 
December 30 to January 2. We thank Kim and Karl for their wise decision. 
 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION – Organized the board for 2023: Norm Schlicker-Chairman; Dan Miller- 
Chairman PTO; Dave Fortin -Secretary 
 Grades 1-5: Mrs. Domke faithfully supplied work to parents for children who were ill; there was a high 
number of illnesses December 1-12. 
 Pre-school and Kindergarten:  Mrs. Leitz used a Friday to make up for a missed Tuesday of preschool in 
December.  
 General School items:  A good number of non-member students participated in our Christmas Eve 
service. 
 Upcoming events:  No school February 13 for Pastor – Teacher conference and no school February 20 
for Presidents’ Day 
 PTO:  We asked parents about having the closing service and graduation (5th & K) and recognition all on 
Friday, June 2 at 9:00 AM. We asked parents about having school plays on Friday, May 19, and we informed 
parents about fund raising opportunities – MSU football concessions; Culver’s nights; clothing sales; basketball 
games at our school this winter. 
 Sunday School:  The Board of Christian Education thanks our Sunday School staff and Memorial Lutheran 
School faculty for their work with our students preparing for and helping with the Christmas Eve service. 
 Fundraising:  Applications received in December: Culver’s nights and clothing sale. The board is 
coordinating parental staffing for concessions, admission, and scorer’s table at basketball games in our gym. 
 
BOARD OF ELDERS – The Board of Elders organized for 2023 as follows: Chairman - Steve Houser; Secretary - 
Bob Briggs; Head Usher – vacant. 
 The Elders reviewed our Advent and Christmas season services. We thank Dave Fortin for serving as 
narrator for our Christmas Eve worship service. 
 A family of our congregation generously purchased battery operated candles for use during the 
Christmas Eve worship service, eliminating the need to clean spilled wax from the floor and pews.  
 The Elders thank the choir members who sang for our Christmas Day worship service, and also thank 
Laurie Voss for organizing the choir, directing, and for accompanying their singing. 
 Several members have inquired about resuming the use of the common cup for Holy Communion.  
 Organist and HymnSoft schedules through June have been prepared. The Board of Elders thanks our 
organist and HymnSoft operators for using their God-given talents to edify our worship services. 
 The usher teams and schedule for 2023 has been prepared and distributed. 
 In light of Pastor Voss’ recent illness, the board adopted a contingency plan should the pastor not be 
able to conduct a Sunday worship serviced. There will be on the pastor’s desk in the sacristy each Sunday copies 
of the following for an elder or another Councilman to use to conduct the service: Service Builder order of 



service, Scripture lessons, prayers, and a final draft of the sermon for the Sunday. If it is a Communion Sunday, 
Communion would be canceled that day. A list of these items has been posted in the pastor’s sacristy. 
 
BOARD OF EVANGELISM AND STEWARDSHIP – The Board will be organized as follows: Joe Janecke – Chairman 
and  Jason Leitz – Secretary. 
 We thank Pastor and Laurie Voss and Steve Houser for putting up the Christmas display outside church; 
and Joe Janecke, Karl Remus, and Mike Engman for disassembling it. 
 We thank everyone who helped with the Advent meal. 
 The after-service Presentation this quarter will be done by the Board of Elders. 
 We are thankful for all our thankoffering counters and all their work. We express special thanks to Fred 
Mills for his many years of faithful service as a thankoffering counter. Fred has stepped down from that position. 
 We have renewed the WELS Connection for 2023. 
 2023 Thankoffering envelopes have been distributed. We thank Karl Remus for doing so. 
 Right now we are looking to have only 2 suppers in Lent on the Wednesday night services. 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES – Board of Trustees reorganizes as, Victor Domke (School), Pat Crandall (Church and 
Parsonage), David Dawley (water testing), Todd Loeffler (chairman/secretary). 
 Myers Heating and Plumbing took pictures and further information to formulate an estimate for the 
repair or replacement of in-room heating units at school. 
 Pat Crandall repaired the slow leak on the rinse sink in school kitchen. Thank you. 
 Pat Crandall repaired the church snowblower. 
 Discussed maintenance needed to school roof: 

a. Sealing/silicone and screws that need to be tightened on facia between phase one and phase two 
construction. 
b. Resealing foam exposure on gym roof. 

 Thank you for all the faithful service to our Savior and for His Church! 
 
 
 

BADGER NEWS from SCHOOL 
 
 

 
FROM MRS. LEITZ AND PRESCHOOL-KINDERGARTEN 
   
 
 
FROM MRS. DOMKE AND GRADES 1-5   
  
 
 
SERVING OUR LORD FOR OUR FEBRUARY SERVICES: 
 
 8:00   10:30   Altar Guild  Greeter(s)  Cleaners  
2/05 - #10 B. Briggs  #4 Jim Janecke    M. Bennett  P&S Crandall 
2/12 - #7 D. Kasischke  #9 D. Fisher     C&K Collins  V&J Domke 
2/19 - #5 S. Houser  #3 Joe Janecke    B. Janecke  J. Douglas 
2/22 -   #1 T. Marion    
2/26 - #6 J Zoran  #8 D. Rector     K&A Remus  M&C Engman 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


