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The LORD told Moses to speak to Aaron and to his sons and to tell them to bless the Israelites with these 
words:  
 The LORD bless you and keep you.  
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The LORD look on you with favor and give you peace.  
In this way they will put My name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.      (Numbers 6:22-27   EHV)  
 
“Good luck!” or “God’s blessings!”? How you greet a graduate or newlyweds?  
 
Many will say, “Good luck!” A few will then add with a laugh, “because you’re going to need it!” Some will say, 
“Good luck!” to the graduate or newlyweds, and be choking back tears as they go on, “I really hope that all 
goes well for you!” Some will say nothing more than, “Good luck!” because they don’t know what else to say.  
We really don’t mean to wish good luck, do we? We don’t believe in luck—at least, not in the sense that the 
gods are smiling on someone and causing things to turn out well. We don’t believe that things just happen for 
no good reason, do we? When you think about it, what does, “Good luck!” really mean?  
 
Why not say, “God’s blessings to you!”? We do believe in the living, powerful, gracious God who holds the 
controls to the entire universe. We trust in Him to supply us—and every living thing—with all that is needed. 
Wouldn’t it be far better to wish the graduate and the newlyweds, “God’s richest blessings to you!”? Wouldn’t 
that tell them that their future is not some vague unknown, but is held in the hands of the living God?  
 
Maybe you’re afraid of sounding too pious or religious if you wish another, “God’s blessings!” There may be 
some who would consider spiritual wishes only our attempt to impress them with our piety. But would such a 
wish ruin a relationship? Isn’t it possible that such a different wish than the wishes extended to them by other 
guests will cause them one day to wonder what we meant, why we said that, how we can be so sure that God 
blesses people? Maybe wishing, “God’s blessings!” to another is the first step in the divine journey for the 
other person to listen to you say who God is, what God has done, how God blesses people. Maybe wishing, 
“God’s blessings!” to another will be the perfect opening to discuss—at a later time—our sins and Christ’s 
forgiveness, to talk about the hell all sinners deserve and the heaven God opens to sinners through the Savior.  
 
One thing more. If we’re going to use the spiritual wish, “God’s blessings!”, let’s be sure that our life reflects 
the fact that we live under the undeserved blessings of Jesus. Consider the damage done by one who utters 
that wish for God’s blessings, but lives as though there is no God to bless, to warn, to punish, to save! May 
God’s blessings be evident in the way live and speak and act.  
 
“Good luck!” or “God’s blessings!”? One of those wishes doesn’t say much of anything. The other is full of the 
Savior’s power and grace. God’s blessings—really!—to you as you use His name the way He told Aaron to bless 
the people of Israel!             Pastor Voss 
  



FOREVER WITH THE LORD  The crucified, risen, and ascended Savior called to Himself in heaven 
the soul of our sister in the faith Teresa Wood on May 12. The Christian funeral service was held 
in our church on May 22.   
 We ask our gracious God to comfort Teresa’s husband David; their children Rob and Ethan 
and their families; and all who mourn her death with the assurance of heaven for all who fall 
asleep in death holding on to the work of our Savior for full forgiveness and eternal life!  
 
 

COMMUNION OFFERED   Those who are at risk and/or are not yet comfortable with gathering in church for 
worship are encouraged to contact Pastor Voss for receiving Communion privately – either at home or at church. 
He will be delighted to do so at our earliest mutual convenience.  
 
OUR SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE begins Memorial Day weekend. There will be one 
Sunday service at 9:00 AM beginning May 30. Most weeks there will be a Thursday 
evening service at 7:00 which will be the same as the following Sunday’s service. The 
first Thursday evening service is May 27.  
 This summer schedule will continue through Labor Day weekend.  

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR CONGREGATION'S GRADUATES this spring! We pray that the 
Lord will bless your continuing education or the beginning of the career for which you have been 
trained!  
 

THE CLOSING SERVICE for our 2020-21 Lutheran Elementary School year will be Thursday, June 3 at 6:00 PM 
and will be held at our school.  
 
5TH GRADE GRADUATION AND KINDERGARTEN GRADUATION    After that Thursday, June 3 service, there will 
be a brief ceremony acknowledging the successful academic work done by our graduating 5th Grade students, 
and following that presentation will our annual Kindergarten presentation.  
 
STUDENT RECOGNITION     The last day of school is used to recognize our students’ accomplishments during 
the year. The Student Recognition for Kindergarten – 5th Grade will be Friday morning, June 4 at about 9:00.  
 Parents, please note that classes dismiss for the summer that day at 12:00.  
 
WE GIVE OUR DEEP THANKS to our Sunday School teachers for their faithful service to teach Christ’s lambs 
remotely this school year: Kathy Fedewa, Jill Rusnak, and Nora Stanton. We also thank the students, parents, 
and grandparents for their participation.   

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL     At the May meeting of the Board of Christian Education 
several possibilities for Vacation Bible School were discussed. The board will make a final 
decision at its June 1 meeting. Here’s what we can tell you now …  
 The likely dates for VBS will be the mornings of Monday, July 26 – Wednesday, July 28 . 
The exact times will be determined. But right now we are thinking about 9:30 – 11:00.  

 The VBS will be held outdoors (weather permitting), and will be for children in our school and church 
ages 3 years old through entering 5th Grade. As we get closer to the dates, we may open our VBS to more 
students.  
 Mrs. Leitz will teach the youngest students, and Pastor Voss will teach the oldest students. Since Mrs. 
Domke will be recuperating from knee surgery, we are contacting a few members of our congregation about 
their availability to teach the middle level of students.  
 Please contact Pastor Voss if you have questions about this summer’s VBS.  



OUTDOOR SERVICES     Weather permitting, our worship service will be outside in the church parking lot on the 
following Sundays:  
 June 27,   July 11,   August 22,   and September 26 (10:30 service only; 8:00 service indoors that day). 
Each of those is scheduled to be a Communion service. We encourage you to bring your own lawn chair for 
those services.  
 
DEBT RETIREMENT FUND     A non-member family with ties to our school has pledged up to $140,000 in 
matching funds for our congregation to apply to our Debt Retirement Fund at the end of 2021. If our members’ 
contributions reach $140,000, the balance of our LACE loan ($280,000) will be paid off.  
 We are grateful for the offer, and also remind our members that God-pleasing thankofferings are given 
not to take advantage of an offer, but to thank our Savior for what He’s done to save us. We also remind our 
members that these would be thankofferings above and beyond regular thankofferings.  
 
REFRESHMENT HOURS     Please see information under the report from the Board of Evangelism & Stewardship 
about a summer refreshment hour on Sunday, June 20.  
 
IF YOU HAVE ACCESS to the internet and get this Memorial Messenger that way, please let us know and we will 
no longer print a copy for you.  
 
 

 CHURCH COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

PASTOR'S REPORT – WELS News – March and April were two more months of greater-than-anticipated 
thankofferings submitted by WELS congregations. At the end of April, WELS had received in Congregation 
Mission Offerings $6.8 million, compared to $6.1 million at the same juncture last year. And that $6.8 million, 
received is $550,000 more than the prorated subscriptions for 2021. The Michigan District congregations 
submitted $675,700 of the $6.8 million, which is $80,000 more than the first four months of 2020 and is $63,000 
more than subscriptions. We give thanks to the God of all grace for moving the hearts of His people to support 
His worldwide Gospel work so generously! 
 The WELS Assignment Committee has met to assign graduates from Martin Luther College to their first 
divine calls as teachers and assigned graduates from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary to their first divine calls as 
pastors. We thank the Lord for providing workers for His harvest fields. After the assignments of graduates was 
completed, there are still about 70 teacher vacancies and nearly 100 pastor vacancies across our Synod. 
 Although congregations have been able to order the new hymnal for a few months now, I’ve not yet 
done so. The information I’ve received is that the entire package of hymnals, psalters, accompanist books, pastor 
books, digital resources, and the replacement for HymnSoft will be able to be ordered in Mid-May. Submitting 
one order will be much less confusing than it would have been to submit several orders. We hope that ordering 
in May will assure the delivery of books and resources by September. The WELS Hymnal Committee is beginning 
to ramp up publicity now that orders are being received, as well as target dates to begin using the books and 
resources. Those dates that are somewhat earlier than the previously announced First Sunday of Advent, 
November 28. 
 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION – We received and accepted 2021-2022 school year applications from four 
families, six students. 
 Classroom plays were performed in May. We thank Bryan Grinnell who again loaned us his sound and 
light equipment. 
 A prospective parent observed Mrs. Domke’s room to see how grades 1-5 work together. The family 
applied the same day. 



 Mrs. Leitz has spoken with and hosted several families; all of them applied. 
 The state preschool license person visited unannounced (as it their practice) on April 21. The person 
asked for things Mrs. Leitz has never had to produce or do before, but Mrs. Leitz handled things well and is 
submitting the necessary paperwork. 
 The faculty requested the board to permit parents, siblings, grandparents, cousins, aunts and uncles of 
our students to attend the plays May 21. The board granted permission, and we will limited attendance to family 
members of our students. 
 We thank the Sunday School staff, parents, and students for their faithful work and remote participation 
this school year. 
 Pastor sent an email April 4 to parents of current students inquiring about their intent to enroll next 
school year in light of Williamston Community Schools returning to face-to-face instruction. A few current 
students will not be returning but all responses, even from those not returning, were very favorable about their 
experience at Memorial. 
 Due to scheduling conflicts we are shortening Vacation Bible School this summer to three days: July 26-
28. At present, we will limit VBS enrollment to allow for sufficient distancing, inviting children age 3 years old 
through incoming fifth graders in our church and school. 
 
BOARD OF ELDERS – Pastor will be gone Sunday July 25. A guest preacher for that Sunday has been contacted. 
 Summer Thursday worship services began May 27. 
 Organist and HymnSoft operator schedules are being prepared for July through December. We will likely 
resume singing the liturgy and the Psalms and additional hymns at some point during this schedule period. 
 The Elders continue to review and monitor our worship service practices as they relate to the health and 
safety of our congregation. As guideline and regulations set in place by our government regarding Covid are 
relaxed, the Elders will review our worship practices and make adjustments accordingly. No changes to our 
current worship practices are being made at this time. 
 
BOARD OF EVANGELISM AND STEWARDSHIP – We remind members not worshiping in person to submit 
thankofferings by mail or bring them to church. 
 We discussed a new Evangelism emphasis prepared by the WELS Commission on Evangelism, and how 
we would use it in our church. 
 We are thankful for all our thankoffering counters and all their work. 
 We discussed resuming summer refreshment hours. We hope to have 1 each month this summer, and 
our board plans to host the first one. 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES – We thank Bob Janecke for mowing the lawn at church each week, and we thank those 
who did clean-up work leading to the work day that was held. 
 We have a consensus that Hager Fox will be purchasing and installing the LED light fixtures at school. 
 We walked the school parking lot for sealing and/or replacement of the parking lot. The parking lot is 21 
years old. 

 
 

BADGER NEWS from SCHOOL 
 
FROM MRS. LEITZ AND PRESCHOOL-KINDERGARTEN:   When looking back, 
this year has been unlike any other year. However, just like every other year 
we have reason to rejoice! God's Word has still been heard every school 
day by our little lambs in our school. Thank you for your continued support.  



   We ended the year with something normal and fun! Our school play "The Little Red Hen" went smoothly for 
the most part and the parts that didn't go exactly as planned just added to the fun. The students had a blast and 
learned a lot while practicing and performing the play.  
 We also learned about the lifecycle of butterflies while watching the real live caterpillars turn into 
butterflies. We later released them once it finally warmed up enough. We also planted some seeds to enhance 
our unit on plants and played in the flower shop in our dramatic play center.  
 The Kinders have been participating in the Sparrow Mileage Club and some of our students have been 
able to run over 10 miles! That's a lot for those little legs! We have learned about perseverance and giving praise 
to God for the ability to run and move our bodies!  
 We will be having a Fun in the Sun Day on the last day of Preschool and then have a small certificate 
presentation to our Preschoolers moving on to the next age group next school year. The kindergarten will have 
their Kindergarten graduation after the closing service.  
 May the Lord bless your summer, Karla Leitz 
 
FROM MRS. DOMKE AND GRADES 1-5: This month we have been traveling with Jesus as He was crucified, 
buried, risen, and ascended.  What a privilege to hear again what our Savior has done for us.  We spend much 
time talking and sharing the truths of God's Word and applying that Word to our lives.  The students need to 
understand that God's Word is living and is our guide for life here and forever in heaven. 
 Our plays were a resounding success!  We performed Feelin' Your Oats twice on Friday, May 21.  We had 
lots of family attend.  Next year we hope to be able to invite all of our Memorial friends to attend, as 
well.  Thanks to all who helped make this fun learning experience a reality. 
 Next year we hope to get back to having hot lunches, as well.  I know that some of you love to help with 
that monthly meal.  Hopefully, next school year will bring back many of our favorite events. 
 Just two more weeks to finish up and then it's on to summer!  Thanks so much to our many 
volunteers:  Georgeanne Withey, Karen Collins, Andreea Labadie, Tracy Chaffee, Chad Ostrander, Laurie Voss, 
and other parents and grandparents who always ask, "How can I help?"   
 
 
SERVING OUR LORD FOR OUR JUNE SERVICES: 
 
         9:00  Altar Guild  Greeter(s)  Cleaners 
6/06 - #2 V. Domke  K. Ward  A&J Rusnak  J. Douglas 
6/13 - #1 T. Marion  L. Voss   S&G Houser  K&K Fedewa 
6/20 - #9 D. Fisher  M. Zoran  D. Wood  D&S Fisher 
6/27 - #8 D. Rector  R. Olin   V&J Domke  D&L Fortin 
  
 
 
 


