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It is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by 
works, so that no one can boast.     Ephesians 2:8-9 (EHV)  
 
It’s an old story, but a good one. A restaurant advertised on its front door  T-Bone: 25¢ . But when prospective 
diners got closer, they saw in much smaller print beneath it  with meat: $12.95 .  
 
Many treat Biblical Christianity like a fine print religion. They see clearly the message up front: “Jesus Christ 
died for you!” But they try to add to that message, as if their salvation requires something more. They believe 
there’s something in fine print about salvation which God doesn’t tell us in large print.   
 
When sinners die, why should the holy God welcome them into heaven? Because they’ve tried hard to please 
Him? Because they did a lot of work for the church before they died? Because they read the Bible faithfully?  
 
Those answers are adding fine print to the message of salvation. God proclaims salvation in a banner headline 
throughout His Word: Christ has died to take away the sins of the world!  
 
Martin Luther grew up in a religious world that had been adding false fine print to God’s clear truth about 
heaven. That false addition read, “You must please God with your works to make up for some of your sins.” 
The young Luther worried daily he hadn’t done enough to please the Lord. But the Holy Spirit showed him the 
truth and taught Luther to erase that false fine print and to hold tightly to God’s truth the rest of his life.  
 
As we observe the Reformation at the end of this month, we thank God there is no fine print on His plan to 
save sinners. What God says throughout His Word is all there is to it: Sinners are saved freely by the 
undeserved love from God in the life and death of Christ! There’s nothing we need to do to be saved. There’s 
nothing we can do to be saved. Even the faith in Christ we possess is nothing we worked in ourselves; God has 
given that to us, too, as an undeserved gift.  
 
As we mark the Reformation, we don’t praise Luther. He was a sinful man whom God used to highlight His 
truth that sinners are saved by grace alone through faith alone as revealed in Scripture alone. Grateful that 
God has done everything to save us, we rededicate our lives to studying His truth and proclaiming it to others.  
 
A wonderful way to begin this month of worship is to invite friends or loved ones to come with us and see the 
free gift of salvation that is ours in Jesus. No strings attached. No hidden charges. No fine print. We’ll see you 
in God’s house, and we’ll look forward to meeting your friends who come with you! 
                Pastor Voss 
  



FOREVER WITH THE LORD     The crucified, risen, and ascended Savior called to Himself in 
heaven the soul of our sister in the faith Gail Houser on August 28. The Christian funeral 
service was held at our school on September 4.   
 We ask our gracious God to comfort Gail’s husband Steve; children Michelle and Dan and 
RJ and Brian; their grandchildren; and all who mourn Gail’s death with the assurance of 

heaven for all who fall asleep in death holding on to the work of our Savior for full forgiveness and eternal life!  
 
 
WE HAVE RETURNED TO OUR REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE. Worship services are held at 8:00 and 10:30 
Sunday mornings. Join us!  

 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASS have also resumed. Classes begin at 9:15 
Sunday mornings.   
 The Bible Class sessions in October and November will focus on personal 
evangelism under the theme Let’s Go! Join us!  
 

 
WE WILL HAVE REFRESHMENTS the first Sunday of each month, resuming Sunday, October 3. On those Sundays, 
our Sunday School and Bible Class sessions will not begin until 9:25. The refreshments will be available in the 
fellowship hall 9:05-9:23. Join us!  
 These monthly gatherings are designed to provide time for our members to greet and visit with each 
other.  
 The Board of Evangelism & Stewardship will provide the refreshments on October 3. If you are willing to 
provide something simple for future first-Sunday refreshments, please speak to Joe Janecke, Dan Kasischke, 
Jason Leitz, or Pastor Voss.   
 
 

 

 

 
 
LADIES FELLOWSHIP will meet Monday, October 4 at 7:00 PM. Some important decisions will be made at the 
meeting. Join us!   
 
 
TRUNK OR TREAT     At its meeting in early October, the Board of Evangelism & Stewardship will decide if enough 
volunteers to distribute treats have come forward for us to promote a Trunk or Treat the afternoon of either 
Saturday, October 30 or Sunday, October 31. If you are willing to be one of those volunteers, please speak to 
Joe Janecke, Jason Leitz, Dan Kasischke, or Pastor Voss by Sunday, October 3. A decision will be made Monday, 
October 4.  
 
 
FELLOWSHIP HALL WORK     At the voters meeting October 26, there will be a recommendation about removing 
the carpet from the fellowship hall, along with the room dividers, and several others related issues to get rid of 
mold. Should the recommendation be adopted, the church library will likely be relocated and the costumes 
made for the Living Nativity will be stored in bins. If you have air tight plastic bins you are not using at home, 
please let Laurie Voss know and bring them to church at your earliest convenience.  
 



THE NEXT QUARTERLY VOTERS MEETING is Tuesday, October 26 at 7:00. Each year at the October meeting we 
elect officers and board members (those terms begin January 1), as well as adopt a budget for the next calendar 
year. After the Church Council meeting in October, we will have a proposed 2022 budget ready for consideration 
by the voters.  
 An open forum will be held at 11:35 on Sunday, October 24 as reports and the proposed 2022 budget 
are presented for discussion. If Pastor Voss has your email address, he will send those reports to you by email 
on Friday, October 15.  
 Men at least 18 years old who are not yet voting members of the congregation and who would like to 
become voting members should speak to President Dane Nickols or to Pastor Voss about how to do so.  
 
 
OLD HYMNALS     Would you like a copy of the old hymnal once the new hymnals are placed in the hymn racks 
at church? If so, we’d be happy to have you take home one or more of the old hymnals. Several weeks after the 
new hymnals arrive, the remaining old hymnals will be taken by a member to be recycled. 
 
 
PRINTER CARTRIDGES     We continue to recycle old printer cartridges at OfficeDepot and get credit for the ones 
we take in each month. The donations we continue to receive are much appreciated!  
 But it’s becoming difficult for us to store the large toner cartridges that are used in business printers / 
copiers. So, for the time being, we are only recycling home printer cartridges that fit in the palm of your hand. 
We trust that you will understand why we won’t be able to accept large cartridges at this time.  
 
 
IF YOU HAVE ACCESS to the internet and get this Memorial Messenger that way, please let us know and we will 
no longer print a copy for you. 
 
  

                
 

CHURCH COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

PASTOR'S REPORT – WELS News – Catechism Class instruction began face-to-face with two 7th grade students, 
and an additional 7th grade student will join us later this fall. 
 Four families who have children enrolled in our school and preschool do not belong to any church. I will 
be contacting them about starting a study of God’s Word with them this fall. 
 WELS Congregation Mission offerings through August are still ahead of last year and are more than 
subscriptions for 2/3 of the year. The same is true of WELS CMO from congregations in our Michigan District. 
 The WELS Benefit Plans Office announces that WELS VEBA health insurance premiums for 2022 will not 
increase from 2021, just as they did not increase for 2021 from 2020. 
 Attendance at the summer Thursday evening summer worship services was consistently in the mid-
teens. 23 attended the final Thursday evening summer service the weekend of Labor Day. 
 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION – Enrollment is 35: preschool – 9 (3 yr olds: 3; 4 yr olds: 6); kindergarten – 
4; grades 1-5 – 22. 
 Mrs. Domke may host an MLS Taste of Ministry student October 4-5. 
 Mrs. Leitz has three moms serving as aides for preschool mornings – one morning each per week. Mrs. 
Leitz may host an MLS Taste of Ministry student October 4-5. 



 Returning volunteers for physical education, art, and library are in place. 
 October 6-8 is the Michigan District Teachers Conference at Salem Lutheran School in Owosso. 
 Two teaching calls and the music call were accepted for Sunday School. Classes began Sunday, 
September 12. 
 
BOARD OF ELDERS – The Board of Elders recommends that the membership of Mary Bates be transferred from 
our congregation to St. Stephen Ev. Lutheran Church in Adrian, Michigan. 
 Pastor will be gone Sunday October 10. Retired Pastor David Krueger of Swartz Creek will conduct the 
worship services that morning. 
 Several Thursday night services and one Sunday morning service were held in the church fellowship hall 
due to high temperatures in the church sanctuary. 
 An organist and HymnSoft schedule is set. The HymnSoft volunteers will be those who are comfortable 
running the program with the music of the liturgy included. 
 The Elders continue to review and monitor our worship service practices as they relate to the health and 
safety of our congregation. We are making no changes at the current time, other than to encourage Pastor Voss 
to continue to speak the words of distribution as he moves along the line of communicants instead of waiting 
until all have received the elements. 
 The Board of Elders thank Carol Kasischke and Dennis Fisher and all who helped them in connection with 
the visitation, funeral, and family gathering to comfort the family of Gail Houser. The family is deeply 
appreciative for all that was done. 
  
BOARD OF EVANGELISM AND STEWARDSHIP – We discussed having a Trunk or Treat. We will ask for volunteers. 
If there are enough of them, we will work with them to have it the afternoon of either October 30 or 31. 
 Let’s Go is a personal evangelism study from WELS with downloaded studies and videos. These are being 
prepared for our Bible Classes in October and November. 
 We made final plans for the church picnic, which was held in the fellowship hall. 
 We thank all who hosted summer refreshment hours. 
 We will resume First Sunday of the month refreshments on October 3. The Sunday School and Bible Class 
sessions on those Sundays will have a delayed start at 9:25. 
 We are contacting candidates for the church officer and board positions that expire December 31, 3021. 
We will have a slate of candidates posted by October 17. 
 A new greeters schedule will be ready by the middle of November. 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES – The board recommends: removing the carpet in the church fellowship hall, painting 
the floor with an epoxy paint, painting the walls and storage rooms as need, purchasing new Sunday School 
classroom dividers, and purchasing a new dehumidifier. 
 We thank Steve Houser for staining the parsonage deck. 
 Consumers Power placed a new meter at the school. 
 

 
 

BADGER NEWS from SCHOOL 
 
 
 

FROM MRS. LEITZ AND PRESCHOOL-KINDERGARTEN:  This first full month of school has flown by quickly. We 
have been learning to work as a group and have many new students so learning the routine is taking a bit longer 
this year. 
 We have been studying Abraham this past month. There are many things we can learn from Abraham's 



life but the consistent thing to learn is to trust in God. He is an excellent example of trust, putting God first, and 
patience. The students learned to ask God to help them to trust in Him and also to put Him first in our lives.  
 Some things we look forward to are a visit from the Fire Department and a field trip to the Country Mill 
apple orchard. 
 May the Lord bless you in the coming days of fall. 
 
FROM MRS. DOMKE AND GRADES 1-5   
 We're off to a great start and can hardly believe that we have twenty-five days of school in already!  So 
much has happened already. 
 In God's Word we are studying the Old Testament.  Right now we are in an in depth study of Abraham, 
his faith; life, joys, heartaches, and path as an ancestor of the Savior.  Studying our spiritual ancestors is even 
more important as learning about physical ancestors.  If we know where we are in our relationship with God, 
we can look forward with promise and hope. 
 Grades 3-5 are studying about Michigan and its history.  Right now, we are learning about physical 
features, state symbols, and the like.  In science we are studying Earth Science.  Right now, we are learning about 
events that shape the earth, such as tornadoes, avalanches, landslides, hurricanes, etc.   
 We are soon heading to the apple orchard and pumpkin patch for our annual first field trip.  With twenty-
five days under our belts, we're ready for some extra fun! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERVING OUR LORD FOR OUR OCTOBER SERVICES: 
 
  8:00   10:30   Altar Guild  Greeter(s)  Cleaners 
10/03 - #6 P. Jantos  #9 D. Fisher  S. Unruh  H&M Surtman  B&N Tobia 
10/10 - #2 V. Domke  #8 D. Rector  K. Unruh  D&S Fisher  D&L Voss 
10/17 - #7 D. Kasischke #4 J. Zoran  C. Burris  S. Houser  L&K Ward 
10/24 - #6 P. Jantos  #1 T. Marion  M. Zoran  L. Voss   S&S Arntson 
10/31 - #5 S. Houser  #3 J. Janecke  S. Rector  F&N Mills  B&J Briggs 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


