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Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom will we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to 
believe and know that You are the Holy One of God.”      John 6:68-69 (EHV)  
 
It was a defining moment in the ministry of Jesus. He had just fed thousands with only a few groceries. He had 
throngs following Him. They clamored for Him to heal their sick, cure their demon-possessed, restore sight to 
their blind and hearing to their deaf. Christ’s popularity was at an all-time high. Then He burst the balloon they 
had inflated. “You are not looking for Me because you saw miraculous signs, but because you ate the loaves 
and were filled. Do not continue to work for food that spoils, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which 
the Son of Man will give you. For on Him God the Father has placed His seal of approval” (John 6:26-27).  
 
Jesus and the Twelve watched thousands walk away disappointed. Then Jesus broke the silence. “You do not 
want to leave too, do you?” (John 6:67) That was when Peter spoke the beautiful confession of faith printed 
above. To Peter, only Jesus could give them the words of God. To Peter, if Jesus said it, it must be true. To 
Peter, what God told them about Himself is the way He really is.  
 
People tell us to keep an open mind about religion, about morals, about God. “Who on earth can say that they 
know for sure what God wants?” They challenge any view of God opposing their view of what religion, morals, 
or a deity should be. “Who can say for sure what is right and what is wrong?”  
 
We can say what God has said, what God has done, what God declares right and wrong. We have His Word in 
the Holy Scriptures. Anyone who wants to know the full glory of salvation’s story need only consult God’s 
record in the Bible. Understanding God isn’t a personal issue, subject to different interpretations. 
Understanding God is taking Him at His Word in His Word.  
 
That makes continuing study of His Word vital. To prevent Satan from filling us with false views of God and 
what He wants, we fill up on the truth of God’s Word. To stop the world around us from confusing us about 
what God has done, we go daily to God’s record of what He has done. The more we study God’s Word, the 
more we see Jesus at the very center of all the Word proclaims. We confess with Peter, “Lord, to whom shall 
we go? You have the words of eternal life!”  
 
We rededicate ourselves this school year to growing in the knowledge of salvation! Set aside time to attend 
Bible Class or review all of Christian doctrine by sitting in on our next Bible Instruction Class. Fill in the weak 
areas of your Biblical understanding and grow in your zeal to serve Him who gave His life for you.  
 
Bible study isn’t an elective course. The people of Israel who ignored what the Lord had told them through His 
prophets with His Word soon developed their own ideas about God – wrong, damning ideas. The way to keep 
in contact with God and His truth is through His Word. Join us weekly to be immersed in that!  
                Pastor Voss 



WE WELCOME TO OUR CONGREGATION  the following new members:  
 Michael & Christina Engman, and their children James, Jordan, Allie, and 
Jesse; 
 Vanessa Steinmetz;  
 Sam & Nicole Klaerner and their children Isaac, Isaiah, and Adelaide.  
 

 Michael & Christina joined our congregation by adult confirmation on August 18.   
 Vanessa will be received in September by transfer from St. Martin Ev. Lutheran Church, our sister 
congregation in Watertown, South Dakota. The letter of transfer for Vanessa arrived the day after the August 
Church Council meeting.  
 Sam & Nicole and family will also be received as members in September via transfer from St. Paul Ev. 
Lutheran Church, our sister congregation in Saginaw. We were notified by email earlier this month that the 
transfer for the Klaerner family has been granted.  
 May God make these new members a rich blessing to our congregation, as well as make our congregation 
a rich blessing to them!  

 
 Adelaide Nicole Klaerner, infant daughter of Sam & Nicole Klaerner, 
received the saving washing of Holy Baptism in which the Triune God brought her 
to saving faith Christ as her Savior. Her baptism was administered during the 
worship service Sunday morning, August 14. 
 On Thursday evening, August 18 the four children of Mike & Christina 

Engman were also baptized into Christ Jesus as their Savior: James William Engman, Jordan Michael Engman, 
Allie Sue Engman, and Jesse Ronald Engman.   
 May our gracious God ever keep Adelaide, as well Jordan and James and Allie and Jesse, in their 
baptismal grace!   
 

OUR SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE continues through Labor Day 
weekend. Sundays, August 28 and September 4, the worship service 
begins at 9:00 AM. There will also be worship services Thursdays, 
August 25 and September 1 at 7:00 PM. The Thursday services are 
the same as the following Sundays’ services.  
 
 
WE RETURN TO OUR REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE on Sunday, 
September 11. Worship services will be held at 8:00 and 10:30 
Sunday mornings beginning with that date. Join us!  
 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASS sessions begin September 11, 
and are held 9:15 – 10:10.   
 We urge parents to send their children to Sunday School regularly. 
Our Sunday School is using the WELS religion curriculum ChristLight, 
which is coordinated with our Lutheran Elementary School Bible 
History lessons (also from ChristLight) to avoid repetition of material. 
Classes are for children 3 years old through 8th grade students.   

 Parents and grandparents, set a God-pleasing example and continue growing in your knowledge of God’s 
will by heading up the stairs to study God's Word when your children and grandchildren go down the stairs to 
do the same in their Sunday School classrooms.  
 



OUR SCHOOL AND PRESCHOOL YEAR opened Tuesday, August 23 with a service at our school. 
This year we have 8 students in Preschool, 9 students in Kindergarten, and 21 students in 
Grades 1-5.  
 The theme for the school year is What Grace Is This! The theme is taken from the truth of 
2 Corinthians 8:9: For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes He became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.  
 May the Lord of the Church bless the instruction from His Word and in secular subjects 
provided by our faculty to those students! May our gracious God keep parents and 
grandparents safe as they transport their children and grandchildren to and from His school 
each day!  

 
MEDITATIONS     The shipment of Meditations has arrived. You will find copies of the devotions for September, 
October, and November in the church narthex. Take a copy and use it daily!  
 
IF YOU MISSED the Let’s Go Bible study about personal evangelism in Bible Class late last fall, we are able to 
make the videos from the WELS Commission on Evangelism available to you. Speak to Pastor Voss if you want 
him to send you the WELS link for those videos.  
 
REFRESHMENT HOURS will be held after the worship service the first Sunday of each month this summer. 
Please join us September 4!    
 The Board of Evangelism & Stewardship thanks all who are hosting the summer refreshments.   
 

POTLUCK DINNER     The Board of Evangelism & Stewardship is organizing a 
potluck dinner to follow the late service Sunday, September 11 and be held in 
our renovated church fellowship hall. Dessert will be provided.  
 Please sign up on the church bulletin board to indicate whether you will 
bring a meat dish or side dish, and how many from your family will attend.  
 

 
LADIES FELLOWSHIP will resume monthly meetings Monday, September 12 at 10:00 AM. We will finish a bit of 
work on the church library and talk about the craft projects we want to do for our mission fundraiser to be held 
in November.  
 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR MORE VOLUNTEERS when worship service music is recorded to operate the laptop by 
touching the spacebar at the appropriate time. Please speak to Pastor Voss if you want to know more about 
what this work entails. It is really very easy. Everything is set up for you.  
 
THE MARTIN LUTHER COLLEGE football team will play nearby, at Alma College, on Saturday, September 24. 
Kickoff is 2:00 PM. Our sister congregation, Grace Ev. Lutheran Church in Alma, is hosting a number of activities, 
a food truck for lunch purchases, and more that day.  
 Martin Luther College, in New Ulm, Minnesota, is our Synod’s college of ministry. Students at MLC are 
training to be teachers, pastors and staff ministers – full time called workers in WELS congregations. MLC is one 
of four ministerial education schools supported and operated by WELS.  
 If you are interested in attending the game and activities and interacting with some of our church body’s 
future called workers, speak to Pastor Voss to get more details and the address for Grace - Alma.  
 
COLLEGE STUDENTS, please submit your campus address, phone number, and e-mail address to Pastor Voss. If 
he has your e-mail address, he would be happy to send a copy of week’s sermon to you electronically.   
 Even if you have previously submitted a college e-mail address to Pastor Voss, please do so once again 



so that we can be sure to have up-to-date information. Pastor Voss’ e-mail address is revdavoss@gmail.com.  
 We wish you God’s richest blessings on your studies!   
 
BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION   Go to www.BTFE.com to learn more about this program. The process involves 
getting the app, then scanning your receipts. The app will determine if you have any Boxtops that count. Profits 
from these boxtops will accumulate for our school, and we will receive a check several times a year to use for 
school supplies. Please do NOT cut anything from product packages. They are no longer accepted for this 
program. Please DO scan your receipt. Everything is now done through the Boxtops app. Thank you for your help 
with this program!  
 
USE OF CHURCH/SCHOOL FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT: We remind you that members of the congregation may 
make use of our spacious school grounds, our tables and chairs, and our fellowship hall for picnic and family 
gatherings.  

Please contact Todd Loeffler (517-243-7349) to request a reservation of a facility and/or equipment.  
 
IF YOU HAVE ACCESS to the internet and get the Memorial Messenger that way, please let us know and we will 
no longer print a copy for you.  
 
 

 CHURCH COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

PASTOR'S REPORT – There is a possibility of several Bible Instruction Classes starting in September and being 
conducted separately.  
 Since this report is being prepared July 28, and since the Engman family is on vacation, I don’t have right 
now a definitive date for the family to be received into communicant and baptized membership. But I expect 
that to happen soon. We have finished our Bible Instruction Class together. 
 Attendance at Thursday evening summer worship services May 26-July 28 (no service July 7): 23, 19, 18, 
18, 17, 19, 18, 22, 15. 
 The Board of Elders had its August meeting on July 20. If I have any new information about purchasing 
Playlist and/or Service Builder, I will let the board know after our meeting this evening and then place an order 
for both (or at least Service Builder, which is already available) in the next few days.  
 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION – Projected enrollment for 2022-23: Preschool: 8 (3-year-olds – 5; 4-year-
olds – 3, K – 9, Gr. 1-5 – 22 (1st-4; 2nd-6; 3rd-1, 4th-7; 5th-4) 
 We discussed tuition adjustments for the 2022-2023 school year for parents serving as classroom aides. 
 School promotion and Facebook posts: Posts by our office secretary about plays, special events, and VBS 
have brought in at least one family for VBS and some questions about school enrollment. 
 Preschool: Mrs. Leitz has completed 10 years of service here. Preschool aid is in place. 
 General school items: A new window air conditioning unit for the preschool room will be purchased and 
installed this month, we hope. We need to replace swing hardware at the school playground. Kim is researching 
a new internet provider, with the hope of better speed and possible lesser cost. 
 Adding an upper grade teacher for the 2023-24 school year: We worked on the language and specifics 
for the recommendation to add upper grades for the 2023-24 school year. Tuition plan to support $85,000.00 
in costs. 
 Sunday School: Two teachers’ calls have been accepted for the upcoming school year. We are waiting on 
the decision by the other member called to serve as a teacher. 
 Vacation Bible School: More than 60 students attended this year. 
 

http://www.btfe.com/


BOARD OF ELDERS – The organist and HymnSoft schedules for July through December have been distributed. 
We thank our volunteers for using their gifts to edify our worship services.  
 The Elders are planning to move forward with purchasing Service Builder ($400 annual license and $250 
initial fee). Service Builder will likely be purchased in mid-August. 

The Elders continue to monitor and review our communion services to ensure they are held as efficiently 
as possible. 
 
BOARD OF EVANGELISM AND STEWARDSHIP – There were no recordings of the July 31st and August 7th services 
due to vacations and a guest pastor conducting the August 7th service. 
 We discussed the Let’s Go! evangelism materials produced by WELS. Members are encouraged to ask 
that the video links be shared. 
 We thank the families who are hosting summer refreshments the first Sunday of each month. 
 We discussed interest shown so far for church and school families group tickets to attend the Lugnut 
game September 9. 
 The church picnic will be September 11 in the church fellowship hall. It will be a potluck dinner. 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES – Further planning for shrub removal along the sidewalk at Church. 

A few of the volunteer cleaners for the church have asked what needs to be cleaned in the church 
fellowship hall. The only item the Trustees recommend is dust mopping the floor with the 24” dust mop. 

Thank you to: 

• Steve Houser and Pastor for staining the parsonage deck. The amount of stain used was 3-2/3 
gallons. 

• Pat Crandall -installing new kitchen faucet at the parsonage; replacing GFI outlet at school in the 
kitchen; north entrance door repairs at the school 

• Victor Domke - stump grinding and tree removal at the school; repair to the school lawn mower 
Thank you for all the faithful service to our Savior and for His Church! 

 
 
SERVING OUR LORD FOR OUR SEPTEMBER SERVICES: 
 
 8:00   10:30   Altar Guild  Greeter(s)  Cleaners  
9/04 -   #5 S. Houser    K. Leitz   K&A Remus  B&J Briggs 
9/11 - #7 D. Kasischke       #1 T. Marion  K. Ward  H&MJ Surtman H&S Clark 
9/18 - #2 V. Domke  #3 Joe Janecke M. Zoran  D&S Fisher  J. Coulter 
9/25 - #5 S. Houser  #4 Jim Janecke L. Voss      P&S Crandall 
  
 


